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Looking for an exciting, compelling 
way to teach children about God 
and the Bible? Explore this extra- 
ordinary resource full of puzzles, 
art, and clues about the mysteries 
of the Christian faith. Families with 
children ages 8-12 will love solving 
cases together in this fantastical, 
escape-room style book.
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THEME
Doves in the Bible are an amaz-
ing sign of God doing something 
new, bringing new life out of 
death. We see this through  
two key stories of doves in  
the Bible. In Genesis 8:11-12, 
a dove serves as a sign of 

dry land, a world made new. 
In Matthew 3:16, when Jesus 
is baptized by John, a dove 
appears as a symbol of the 
Holy Spirit, and God announces 
the amazing news that his Son 
has arrived. Jesus has come to 
bring new life.

RIDDLE INSIGHTS
1. The key for the first  
riddle is in the second riddle 
(the sun). The first number in 
every pair tells you where to 
look on the vertical axis; the 
second number tells you where 
it connects on the horizontal 
axis. Keep this statement in mind 
as you look at the rest of the 
riddles about doves.

2. For the second riddle, use  
the same key to get the correct 
Bible reference. The flood  
represented the earth being 
washed clean from sin.

3. To solve the third riddle, 
write out the letters in the 
paragraph that are smudged in 
red. The letters are scrambled, 
so you’ll need to unscramble them 
to find the correct answer. Just 
as the dove showed Noah that new 
life was coming, the dove that 
hovered over Jesus at his baptism 
represented the new life to come.

RIDDLE ANSWERS
1. Something better has come
2. Genesis 8:8
3. Matthew 3:13-17

DISCUSSION DIRECTION
What are similarities between 
Jesus and the ark of Noah? Just 
as Noah’s ark saved people from 
death during the flood, which 
happened as judgment against sin, 
Jesus saves us from death and 
judgment for our sin.

Noah and his family probably felt 
like there was no way out of the 
flood. What did the dove show 
Noah instead? The dove showed 
that new life was beginning, that 
somewhere on the earth the waters 
were going away and things were 
coming back to life.

Sin meant that there was no way 
for us to get to God. What did 
the dove in Matthew show us about 
Jesus? At Jesus’ baptism, the 
dove signaled that new life had 
 come—  that salvation has come down 
to us. 


